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This information was put together by www.ajbooker.co.uk in October 2005 from various accounts and information sources on the Internet.  It is likely the design of Anderson shelters varied from place to place and with material availability.  A list of links to Anderson shelter resources and a free downloadable worksheet for making a scale shelter is on the www.ajbooker.co.uk website.

What was an Anderson Shelter:

· Anderson shelters were produced to protect people during the second world war.

· They were used here in the UK, and also in other countries Britain was associated with, such as Australia.

· An Anderson shelter was an arched steel hut 

· There was a door at one end, chairs, bunks and boxes containing essential; equipment was kept in the shelter

Who used Anderson Shelters and why:
· People used Anderson shelters to protect themselves from bombs dropped from airplanes

· They were assembled by people in their own gardens, partially sunk into the ground

· The roof was covered with the soil dug out when erecting the shelter

· The soil needed to be at least 15” (400mm approx) deep on the top and sides to protect the people inside from shrapnel (Bomb fragments)

· The shelters were, if properly assembled and used, likely to protect people from anything except a direct hit from a conventional bomb

· Some people used their shelter every night, some only when air raid sirens sounded, others quickly stopped using them because of flooding, access to public shelters and other reasons

· Sometimes they were poorly built and could collapse if there was a near bomb miss

· Some had bunk beds inside and they usually had food and 

How did they make Anderson Shelters:
· Anderson Shelters were made in factories from steel, with a rust resistant coating, probably made by dipping the corrugated sheets into molten zinc.

· There were 13 corrugated steel panels and 5 straight steel pieces

· The shelter was given free to people earning less than £250 a year, and cost £7 to those earning more

· Usually the shelters were delivered as a large bundle of corrugated steel sheets, along with an instruction sheet and a spanner.

· First a hole was excavated (Dug) into the ground the same size as the shelter (6’6” x 4’, about 2 metres x 1.2 metres) and about 3’ deep (.9m)

· A rectangular frame made of four straight steel pieces was bolted together and laid in the bottom of the hole

· The sides were already curved at the top.  The bottom of the sides fitted into the frame which was shaped to hold the panels (U-3ection)

· The tops of the panels overlapped and were bolted together

· The roof was made up of 6 curved corrugated panels

· There were three panels either side making up one side

· The ends were flat corrugated steel panels bolted in place.  They were bigger than the size of the hut so earth piled on top of the roof would not fall off the sides

· People were advised to create a soak away (A deep pit lined filled with gravel or broken bricks) under the floor of their shelter so water would drain away

· Sometimes the floor was made of cement or wooden boards

· The shelter was usually built near to the house with the door facing the house to protect the doorway from bomb blasts

· The earth dug out was piled on the top and the sides.  People often grew flowers or fruit and vegetables on it

· The shelters looked like humps in the garden with a tiny doorway to get into it

· Thousands of shelters were still in gardens at the end of the war and there are still hundreds in gardens today, slowly rusting into the soil

